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Head-to-head:
This is the opener of a four-game season series between the Wolf Pack and the Sharks, the top affiliate of the San Jose Sharks, and Worcester’s first of two visits on the season to Hartford.  The Whale swept four games from the Sharks last season, including home wins of 2-1 on December 12 and 3-0 March 28.  Christian Thomas had three goals in the four games to lead a collection of Whale players with three points apiece, and defenseman Sena Acolatse topped Worcester scorers with 1-2-3.  All-time against the Sharks, the Wolf Pack/Whale are 34-13-1-2 in 50 meetings, 17-7-1-0 here at home.

Wolf Pack Notebook:
The Wolf Pack (10-15-0-4, 24 pts.) snapped an 0-7-0-2 drought in their last action, a 3-1 win in Bridgeport Thursday night.  Oscar Lindberg and Conor Allen led the offensive charge with 1-1-2 each, and Jesper Fast’s first goal in six AHL games on the year was the power-play game-winner.  Danny Syvret had two assists.  Dov Grumet-Morris posted his first Wolf Pack win of the season in his fifth straight start, making 26 saves.  He has stopped 56 of 58 shots in the Pack’s last two games.  Allen has struck for seven points (2-5-7) in the last seven games.  Danny Kristo upped his team-leading point total to 21 (11-10-21 in 27 GP) with an assist Thursday, and Samuel Noreau made his AHL debut, after being reassigned to the Wolf Pack from Greenville of the ECHL Monday.
Sharks Notebook:

The Sharks (13-12-1-1, 28 pts.) broke a two-game losing streak last night at home, with a 5-2 victory over St. John’s.  That was after Worcester had suffered 4-0 shutout losses in its previous two games, Sunday in Hershey and Thursday at Providence.  Freddie Hamilton, the Sharks’ leading goal-scorer (10-7-17 in 21 GP), had a goal and an assist last night for Worcester, which also got goals from Taylor Doherty, Marek Viedensky, Brodie Reid and Eriah Hayes.  Dylan DeMelo and James Livingston had two assists apiece.  Starting goaltender Harri Sateri played 52:58 and stopped 34 of 35 shots to get the win, and Troy Grosenick played seven minutes, stopping two of the three shots he faced.  After a 3-7-1-0 start to their season, the Sharks are 10-5-0-1 in their last 16 games.
Last Night in the AHL:

Adirondack 0 @ Albany 2
Syracuse 3 @ Hershey 2
Binghamton 4 @ Utica 3
Norfolk 3 @ Wilkes-Barre/Scranton 1
Toronto 2 @ Hamilton 4
Chicago 4 @ Lake Erie 0
St. John’s 2 @ Worcester 5
Charlotte 3 @ Milwaukee 2
Grand Rapids 4 @ Rockford 2
Texas 2 @ San Antonio 3 (SO)
Oklahoma City 1 @ Abbotsford 5
Today/Tonight in the AHL (all times EDT):

Chicago @ Lake Erie (1:00)
Portland @ Albany (5:00)
Providence @ Adirondack (7:00)
Wilkes-Barre/Scr. @ Hershey (7:00)
St. John’s @ Manchester (7:00)
Bridgeport @ Springfield (7:00)
Norfolk @ Syracuse (7:00)
Hamilton @ Utica (7:00)
San Antonio @ Texas (8:00)
Oklahoma City @ Abbotsford (10:00)
New York Rangers Notebook:

The parent New York Rangers (18-19-2, 38 pts.) had a two-game winning streak snapped last night at Washington, in a 3-2 loss to the Capitals.  Benoit Pouliot and Carl Hagelin scored the Ranger goals, and Cam Talbot had 31 saves in his third straight start.  The Rangers continue a stretch of five straight road games tomorrow night (7:00) at Tampa Bay, and then visit Florida on Tuesday (5:00).
Today/Tonight in the NHL (all times EDT):

Boston @ Ottawa (7:00)
Montreal @ Tampa Bay (7:00)
Detroit @ Florida (7:00)
New Jersey @ NY Islanders (7:00)
Chicago @ St. Louis (8:00)
Los Angeles @ Nashville (8:00)
Phoenix @ Anaheim (8:00)
Philadelphia @ Edmonton (10:00)
Upcoming games for the Hartford Wolf Pack:


Sun., Dec. 29	@ Manchester Monarchs	3:00 p.m.	@ Verizon Wireless Arena


Fri., Jan. 3	vs. Wilkes-Barre/Scr. Penguins	7:00 p.m.	@ XL Center


Sat., Jan. 4	vs. Worcester Sharks	7:00 p.m.	@ XL Center


Fri., Jan. 10	@ Worcester Sharks	7:30 p.m.	@ DCU Center


Sat., Jan. 11	@ Wilkes-Barre/Scr. Penguins	7:05 p.m.	@ Mohegan Sun Arena
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