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Head-to-head:
This is the fourth battle of the season between the Wolf Pack and their Connecticut rivals the Sound Tigers, the top affiliate of the New York Islanders, and Bridgeport’s second trip to the XL Center.  The Wolf Pack won the first two games between the two clubs, including a 5-3 victory in the Sound Tigers’ only previous visit to Hartford October 30, but Bridgeport won the last meeting at home, 3-2, on November 29.  The Wolf Pack’s Danny Kristo leads both teams in scoring with 2-3-5 in the series, and fellow rookies Ryan Strome (2-2-4) and Anders Lee (1-3-4) have paced the Sound Tigers.  All-time against Bridgeport, the Wolf Pack is 64(w)-42(l)-3(t)-8(otl)-6(sol) in 123 meetings, 38(w)-16(l)-2(t)-2(otl)-3(sol) at home.
Wolf Pack Notebook:
The Wolf Pack’s (9-14-0-3, 21 pts.) last action was a 5-2 loss in Albany on Saturday, in which the Pack battled back from a 3-0 first-period deficit to get within 3-2, before eventually falling by a three-goal margin.  That was after Hartford snapped a streak of five straight regulation losses with a 3-2 shootout defeat against Adirondack here at the XL Center last Friday.  Danny Kristo increased his team-leading goal and point totals to 11 and 20, respectively, with a power-play goal Saturday.  He is tied for third among AHL rookies in goals.  J.T. Miller, who was recalled by the parent New York Rangers yesterday, had the other Wolf Pack goal, giving him 7-2-9 in eight AHL games on the season.  Conor Allen chipped in an assist, stretching his personal-best point-scoring streak to four straight games (1-4-5).  Dov Grumet-Morris took the loss in goal, allowing three goals on nine shots in 7:43 of play, and Jeff Malcolm stopped 21 of the 23 shots he faced in relief.  Along with Miller being called up, the Rangers returned defenseman Dylan McIlrath and forward Arron Asham to the Wolf Pack yesterday, and tonight will mark the first game on the Pack roster for winger Akim Aliu, who signed a Professional Tryout (PTO) agreement with the Wolf Pack Monday.
Sound Tigers Notebook:

The Sound Tigers (10-13-1-3, 24 pts.) dropped a 3-1 decision at Manchester Sunday in their last game.  That was the third loss in the last four outings for Bridgeport, after the Sound Tigers had posted at least a point in seven of their previous nine games (5-2-0-2).  With AHL rookie points leader Ryan Strome (9-24-33), who leads the entire AHL in assists and is just one point off the league lead despite having missed the last four games, still on recall to the parent New York Islanders, fellow rookie Anders Lee is the leading scorer currently on the Bridgeport roster, with 10-11-21 in 27 games.  Sean Wiles notched the only Sound Tiger goal Sunday, scoring his first marker in nine AHL games on the season.  Alan Quine had an assist, as did Pierre-Marc Bouchard, a veteran of 593 career NHL games who was assigned to Bridgeport by the Islanders December 10.  Anders Nilsson, who returned from his stint with the Islanders last Thursday, made his second straight start in goal, stopping 18 out of 20 shots.
Last Night in the AHL:

Norfolk 4 @ Charlotte 5
Tonight in the AHL (all times EDT):

Toronto @ Charlotte (7:00)
Rockford @ Grand Rapids (7:00)
Portland @ Manchester (7:00)
Binghamton @ Syracuse (7:00)
Abbotsford @ Utica (7:00)
Springfield @ Providence (7:05)
Lake Erie @ Rochester (7:05)
Worcester @ W-B/Scr. (7:05)

Adirondack @ Norfolk (7:30)
San Antonio @ Milwaukee (8:00)
Texas @ Oklahoma City (8:00)
Hamilton @ Iowa (8:05)
New York Rangers Notebook:

The Ranger and Islander organizations are going at it at both the AHL and NHL levels tonight, as the parent New York Rangers (16-17-2, 34 pts.) play the seventh game of their franchise-record nine-game homestand against their Metro Area rivals at 7:00 PM.  The Rangers have points in back-to-back games, after a 4-3 shootout win over Calgary on Sunday and a 4-3 shootout loss to Pittsburgh on Wednesday.  Mats Zuccarello had a goal and an assist in Wednesday’s game, and Carl Hagelin and Derick Brassard also scored.  Henrik Lundqvist made 29 saves in regulation and overtime and went 4/5 in the shootout.  The Rangers, who are tied for fifth place in the Metropolitan Division and tied for 10th in the Eastern Conference, finish the long homestand with games against Minnesota on Sunday (7:30) and Toronto on Monday (7:00).
Tonight in the NHL (all times EDT):

NY Islanders @ NY Rangers (7:00)
Anaheim @ New Jersey (7:00)
Washington @ Carolina (7:00)
Vancouver @ Chicago (8:00)
Florida @ Winnipeg (8:00)
Upcoming games for the Hartford Wolf Pack:


Sat., Dec. 21	vs. Springfield Falcons	7:00 p.m.	@ XL Center


Thu., Dec. 26	@ Bridgeport Sound Tigers	7:00 p.m.	@ Webster Bank Arena


Sat., Dec. 28	vs. Worcester Sharks	7:00 p.m.	@ XL Center


Sun., Dec. 29	@ Manchester Monarchs	3:00 p.m.	@ Verizon Wireless Arena


Fri., Jan. 3	vs. Wilkes-Barre/Scr. Penguins	7:00 p.m.	@ XL Center
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