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Head-to-head:
This is the seventh meeting of the season between the Wolf Pack and their Northeast Division rivals the Devils, the top affiliate of the New Jersey Devils, and Albany’s last of four visits to the XL Center.  Albany had won four straight in the season series before the Wolf Pack captured a 4-3 shootout victory in the teams’ last meeting, February 1 here in Hartford.  That ran the Wolf Pack’s record against the Devils to 2-4-0-0 on the year, and the Pack have won two of their three home games vs. Albany.  J.T. Miller (3-1-4 in 3 GP) and Aaron Johnson (1-3-4) are tied for the Wolf Pack scoring lead in the series, and Albany’s Joe Whitney leads both teams, with 3-5-8.  All-time against the Albany franchise the Wolf Pack is 7-8-0-3 in 18 games, 4-4-0-1 in nine meetings at home.
Wolf Pack Notebook:
The Wolf Pack (24-27-0-6, 54 pts.) reached the three-quarter pole of their season last night with their most lopsided victory of the season, a 6-2 win over Springfield here at the XL Center.  That gave the Pack wins in five of their last six games, and Hartford now has points in eight of the last 11 games (7-3-0-1) and 12 of the last 17 (11-5-0-1).  J.T. Miller had a goal and two assists, in his first game back with the Wolf Pack after missing the previous four while on recall to the parent New York Rangers, and Jesper Fast also tallied 1-2-3.  T.J. Hensick had a goal and an assist, and Danny Kristo scored only 1:45 into his return to the lineup, after he missed the previous eight games due to injury.  Arron Asham scored for a second time in three games, and Tommy Hughes netted the second goal of his rookie season.  Marek Hrivik had two assists.  Dov Grumet-Morris won his fourth straight decision, and improved to 9-1-1 in his last 11, with 31 saves.
Devils Notebook:

The Devils (30-18-3-6, 69 pts.) moved into sole possession of seventh place in the Eastern Conference last night, with a 4-3 shootout win at Portland.  Albany how has at least a standings point in five of its last six games (4-1-0-1) and seven of its last nine (5-2-0-2).  Tim Sestito scored for a second straight game for the Devils, and a goal by Scott Timmins gave him a three-game point-scoring streak (1-2-3).  Reid Boucher also scored for Albany, and connected in the shootout, and Joe Whitney and Stefan Matteau also had shootout goals.  Keith Kinkaid got the win in net, making 18 saves in regulation and overtime and going 3/5 in the shootout.  Tonight is the third of five straight road games for the Devils.
Last Night in the AHL:

Springfield 2 @ Wolf Pack 6
Albany 4 @ Portland 3 (SO)
Bridgeport 2 @ St. John’s 3
Iowa 0 @ Grand Rapids 4
Adirondack 2 @ Manchester 4
W-B/Scr, 1 @ Utica 2 (SO)
Worcester 5 @ Providence 4 (SO)
Syracuse 1 @ Rochester 4
Oklahoma City 2 @ Hamilton 1
Toronto 2 @ Lake Erie 3
Hershey 3 @ Norfolk 2
Rockford 3 @ Milwaukee 8
Charlotte 5 @ San Antonio 4 (SO)


Today/Tonight in the AHL (all times EST):

Providence @ Manchester (3:00)
Lake Erie @ Toronto (3:00)
Bridgeport @ St. John’s (6:00)
Springfield @ Adirondack (7:00)
Iowa @ Grand Rapids (7:00)
Wilkes-Barre/Scr. @ Hamilton (7:00)
Rochester @ Syracuse (7:00)
Portland @ Worcester (7:00)
Utica @ Binghamton (7:05)
Hershey @ Norfolk (7:15)
Milwaukee @ Rockford (8:00)
Charlotte @ Texas (8:00)

Chicago @ Abbotsford (10:00)
New York Rangers Notebook:

The parent New York Rangers (34-26-4, 72 pts.) snapped an 0-2-1 streak last night, with a 4-2 win at Carolina.  New York scored all four of its goals in the third period, after trailing 1-0 coming out of the second frame.  Derek Stepan scored the power-play game-winner and added an assist, and Rick Nash also had a goal and an assist.  Ryan McDonagh scored for a third straight game, netting a shorthander, and Carl Hagelin had an empty-net goal.  Henrik Lundqvist made 22 saves.  The Rangers jumped up into a second-place tie with Philadelphia in the Metropolitan Division, three points ahead of Columbus.  The big club is back in action tomorrow afternoon at home against Detroit (12:30), and then travels right back to Raleigh on Tuesday night (7:00).
Today/Tonight in the NHL (all times EST):

Ottawa @ Winnipeg (3:00)
St. Louis @ Colorado (3:00)
Philadelphia @ Toronto (7:00)
Boston @ Tampa Bay (7:00)
Carolina @ New Jersey (7:00)
Phoenix @ Washington (7:00)
Columbus @ Nashville (8:00)
Minnesota @ Dallas (8:30)

Calgary @ Vancouver (10:00)
Montreal @ San Jose (10:00)
Upcoming games for the Hartford Wolf Pack:


Sun., Mar. 9	@ Manchester Monarchs	3:00 p.m.	@ Verizon Wireless Arena


Fri., Mar. 14	vs. Adirondack Phantoms	7:00 p.m.	@ XL Center


Sat., Mar. 15	@ Albany Devils	5:00 p.m.	@ Times Union Center


Sun., Mar. 16	@ Providence Bruins	3:00 p.m.	@ Dunkin’ Donuts Center


Wed., Mar. 19	vs. Bridgeport Sound Tigers	7:00 p.m.	@ XL Center
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