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Head-to-head:
This is the fifth matchup of the season between the Wolf Pack and the Pirates, top affiliate of the Phoenix Coyotes, and the front end of a home-and-home series.  The two clubs will wrap up their six-game season series tomorrow in Lewiston.  The Wolf Pack have won three of the four previous games between themselves and Portland, and the Pack and Pirates have split a pair of earlier meetings here in Hartford.  Portland won 4-2 on October 23 and the Wolf Pack took a 4-1 decision November 27.  Stu Bickel (0-4-4 in 3 GP) and Aaron Johnson (0-4-4 in 4 GP) have led the Wolf Pack in scoring in the series, and Andy Miele tops Pirate scorers with four goals.  All-time against the Pirates, the Wolf Pack is 60(W)-36(L)-8(T)-4(OTL)-2(SOL) in 110 meetings, with a record of 30(W)-18(L)-3(T)-2(OTL)-2(SOL) at home.

Wolf Pack Notebook:
The Wolf Pack (22-26-0-6, 50 pts.) have won three straight games for the first time since a five-game win streak October 6-19, after a 2-1 shootout victory over the Hershey Bears last night here at the XL Center.  The Pack have trailed going into the third period of all three games in the streak, and eight of Hartford’s 22 victories have now come in games in which they were down after two.  The Wolf Pack now have at least a point in six of their last eight games (5-2-0-1) and ten of their last 14 (9-4-0-1).  Dov Grumet-Morris stopped 29 of 30 shots in regulation and overtime last night in the Hartford cage, and went 4/5 in the shootout.  He now has won two straight and is 7-1-1 in his last nine decisions.  Ryan Bourque had the only Wolf Pack goal in regulation, giving him goals in three of his last four games (3-0-3) and points in five of his last six (5-1-6).  Marek Hrivik and T.J. Hensick scored in the shootout.
Pirates Notebook:

After a 4-3 home loss to the Wolf Pack Tuesday night in Lewiston, the Pirates (20-25-2-7, 49 pts.) snapped a four-game losing streak with a 6-4 home-ice win over Worcester on Thursday.  Tobias Rieder led the way with 2-1-3, and he now has 4-2-6 in the last three games.  Brendan Shinnimin also scored twice, extending a point streak to five straight games (3-3-6).  Andy Miele had a goal and an assist, and he also has points in five straight (3-6-9).  Miele has climbed to fifth in the AHL in points (22-33-55 in 52 GP).  Brett Hextall scored the other Portland goal, and Rostislav Klesla and Brandon Yip had two assists apiece.  Defenseman Daine Todd also has a five-game point-scoring streak (1-5-6), after posting an assist Tuesday.  Mark Visentin was the winner in net, making 35 saves in a game in which Portland was outshot 39-22.
Last Night in the AHL:

Hershey 1 @ Wolf Pack 2 (SO)
Binghamton 2 @ St. John’s 6
Wilkes-Barre/Scr. 0 @ Syracuse 4
Adirondack 3 @ Utica 2
Bridgeport 4 @ Providence 2
Lake Erie 2 @ Hamilton 3 (SO)
Manchester 2 @ Norfolk 3
Iowa 1 @ Milwaukee 9

Rockford 4 @ Oklahoma City 5 (OT)
Rochester 2 @ Chicago 6
Grand Rapids 4 @ Abbotsford 3 (SO)
Today/Tonight in the AHL (all times EST):

Hamilton @ Toronto (3:00)
Wilkes-Barre/Scranton @ Albany (5:00)
Binghamton @ St. John’s (6:00)
Worcester @ Bridgeport (7:00)

Charlotte @ Hershey (7:00)
Providence @ Springfield (7:00)
Adirondack @ Syracuse (7:00)
Manchester @ Norfolk (7:15)

Rockford @ Okla. City (8:00)
Texas @ San Antonio (7:00)
Gr. Rapids @ Abbotsford (10:00)
New York Rangers Notebook:

The parent New York Rangers (33-24-3, 69 pts.) battled the Philadelphia Flyers this afternoon in Philly, after returning from the NHL’s Olympic break with a 2-1 home win over Chicago Thursday night.  Derick Brassard and Rick Nash scored for New York Thursday, and Cam Talbot came within 12 seconds of his third shutout of the season, stopping 29 out of 30 shots.  That gave the Rangers wins in six of their last seven games and 12 of their last sixteen, and the Blueshirts came into today second in the Metropolitan Division, three points up on Philadelphia and four points up on Washington.  The Rangers are back home at Madison Square Garden tomorrow night (7:00) to host Boston.
Today/Tonight in the NHL (all times EST):

NY Rangers @ Philadelphia (1:00)
Washington @ Boston (1:00)
New Jersey @ NY Islanders (1:00)
Florida @ Columbus (2:00)
Winnipeg @ Nashville (3:00)
Tampa Bay @ Dallas (3:00)
Carolina @ Los Angeles (4:00)
Toronto @ Montreal (7:00)

Pittsburgh @ Chicago (8:00)
Calgary @ Edmonton (10:00)
Upcoming games for the Hartford Wolf Pack:


Sun., Mar. 2	@ Portland Pirates	4:00 p.m.	@ Androscoggin Bank Colisee


Fri., Mar. 7	vs. Springfield Falcons	7:00 p.m.	@ XL Center


Sat., Mar. 8	vs. Albany Devils	7:00 p.m.	@ XL Center


Sun., Mar. 9	@ Manchester Monarchs	3:00 p.m.	@ Verizon Wireless Arena


Fri., Mar. 14	vs. Adirondack Phantoms	7:00 p.m.	@ XL Center
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