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Head-to-head:
This is the second of two games on the year between the Wolf Pack and the Hershey Bears, top affiliate of the Washington Capitals, with the Wolf Pack having taken the first meeting, 4-3 in Hershey October 26.  Aaron Johnson and Oscar Lindberg led the way for the Wolf Pack in that victory with a goal and an assist each, while Jeff Taffe, Chay Genoway and Michael Latta scored for Hershey.  Last year the Whale and Bears battled four times and Connecticut went 2-1-0-1, sweeping both games here at the XL Center, 3-1 on October 26 and 3-2 in a shootout March 22.  All-time vs. Hershey, the Wolf Pack are 19(W)-15(L)-2(T)-1(SOL) in 37 meetings, although they are only 7(W)-9(L)-2(T) in the all-time series here at the XL Center.

Wolf Pack Notebook:
The Wolf Pack (21-26-0-6, 48 pts.) are coming off of back-to-back, come-from-behind, 4-3 road victories, Tuesday night at Portland and Saturday night in Springfield.  The Pack now have at least a standings point in nine of their last 13 games (8-4-0-1).  Conor Allen tallied a goal and an assist in Tuesday’s win in Lewiston, and the Pack also got goals from Andrew Yogan and Darroll Powe, and Jesper Fast had the game-winner with 3:30 remaining in the third period.  Dov Grumet-Morris got the win in net with two scoreless periods of relief action, stopping all 16 shots he faced.  Yogan now has goals in back-to-back games (2-1-3) for the first time in his AHL career, and Kyle Beach and Justin Vaive both extended their first Wolf Pack point-scoring streaks to three games (1-2-3) with an assist apiece.  Seven of the Wolf Pack’s 21 wins on the year have been in games they trailed after two periods.
Bears Notebook:

The Bears (29-19-3-3, 64 pts.) were .500 through their first 29 games of the season (12-12-2-3) before taking off on a 17-4-1-0 run between December 28 and February 16, and now have lost their last three games, their longest streak of regulation losses all year.  Hershey’s last action was a 6-5 defeat at Wilkes-Barre/Scranton Tuesday, a game that was tied 2-2 after two periods, before the two clubs combined for seven third-period goals.  Former Wolf Pack captain Dane Byers, who currently wears the “C” for Hershey, had two goals Tuesday, and fellow ex-Wolf Pack forwards Jeff Taffe and Casey Wellman also scored for the Bears, as did Nicolas Deschamps.  Hershey also got a pair of assists from Ryan Potulny.  David Leggio made 23 saves in net.
Last Night in the AHL:

Worcester 4 @ Portland 6

Rochester 4 @ Iowa 2
Tonight in the AHL (all times EDT):

Binghamton @ St. John’s (6:00)
Wilkes-Barre/Scr. @ Syracuse (7:00)
Adirondack @ Utica (7:00)
Bridgeport @ Providence (7:05)
Lake Erie @ Hamilton (7:30)
Manchester @ Norfolk (7:30)
Iowa @ Milwaukee (8:00)
Rockford @ Oklahoma City (8:00)

Rochester @ Chicago (8:30)
Grand Rapids @ Abbotsford (10:00)
New York Rangers Notebook:

The parent New York Rangers (33-24-3, 69 pts.) returned from the NHL’s Olympic break with a 2-1 home win over Chicago last night.  Derick Brassard and Rick Nash scored for New York, and Cam Talbot came within 12 seconds of his third shutout of the season, stopping 29 out of 30 shots.  The Rangers have now won six of their last seven games and 12 of their last sixteen, and stand second in the Metropolitan Division, three points up on Philadelphia and four points ahead of Washington.  The Blueshirts play an afternoon game in Philadelphia tomorrow (1:00), and then host Boston Sunday night (7:00).
Tonight in the NHL (all times EDT):

San Jose @ Buffalo (7:00)


Phoenix @ Colorado (9:00)


Minnesota @ Vancouver (10:00)


St. Louis @ Anaheim (10:00)
Upcoming games for the Hartford Wolf Pack:


Sat., Mar. 1	vs. Portland Pirates	7:00 p.m.	@ XL Center


Sun., Mar. 2	@ Portland Pirates	4:00 p.m.	@ Androscoggin Bank Colisee


Fri., Mar. 7	vs. Springfield Falcons	7:00 p.m.	@ XL Center


Sat., Mar. 8	vs. Albany Devils	7:00 p.m.	@ XL Center


Sun., Mar. 9	@ Manchester Monarchs	3:00 p.m.	@ Verizon Wireless Arena
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