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Head-to-head:
This is the seventh meeting of the season between the Wolf Pack and the Falcons, the top affiliate of the Columbus Blue Jackets, and Springfield’s third visit to the XL Center.  The Wolf Pack have gone 0-4-0-2 thus far in this season’s series and are 0-1-0-1 in two home games, a 4-2 regulation defeat December 8 and a 2-1 shootout loss in the last meeting December 21.  Conor Allen (1-2-3), Oscar Lindberg (1-2-3) and Aaron Johnson (0-3-3) are tied for the Wolf Pack scoring lead in the series, and Springfield defenseman Frederic St. Denis leads both teams in points, with totals of 1-5-6.  All-time against the Falcons, the Wolf Pack are 98(W)-51(L)-6(T)-10(OTL)-7(SOL) in 172 meetings, 56(W)-20(L)-1(T)-3(OTL)-5(SOL) at home.
Wolf Pack Notebook:
The Wolf Pack start the second half of their season tonight, standing at 12-21-0-5 for 29 points.  Tonight starts a stretch of six out of seven games at home for the Pack, after the club played five straight on the road.  Hartford’s last action was a 5-1 loss in Bridgeport Sunday, after the Wolf Pack had snapped an 0-5-0-1 streak with a 4-2 victory at Adirondack on Friday night.  Danny Syvret scored the only Wolf Pack goal Sunday, his third of the season.  That was on a first-period power play, giving the Hartford man-advantage unit goals in five straight games.  J.T. Miller had the lone assist on Syvret’s tally, and Miller now has points in five of his last six AHL games (3-4-7).  David LeNeveu absorbed his first Wolf Pack loss of the season in net, making 31 saves, after winning his Wolf Pack season debut Friday night in Glens Falls (26 saves).  LeNeveu joined the Wolf Pack on an AHL contract, but was signed to an NHL deal by the parent New York Rangers on Tuesday, when he was needed as the Rangers’ backup in their home game that night vs. the Islanders.  LeNeveu was then returned to the Wolf Pack yesterday.
Falcons Notebook:

The Falcons sport the AHL’s best record, at 28-8-1-3 for 60 points, after a 4-1 home win over Adirondack Monday in their last action.  That was Springfield’s third consecutive win, following a three-game losing streak, which was its longest winless skein of the season.  J.F. Jacques had a goal and an assist for the Falcons Monday and now has a three-game points streak (1-3-4).  Defenseman Cody Goloubef also struck for 1-1-2 on Monday, and also carries a three-game point-scoring streak (2-3-5).  The Falcons also got goals from Lukas Sedlak and Michael Chaput.  Spencer Machacek chipped in an assist, giving him points in three straight games (2-1-3).  Mike McKenna, who leads the AHL in goals-against average (1.73) and save percentage (93.7), stopped 30 out of 31 shots to get the win in net, his seventh in his last eight decisions.
Last Night in the AHL:

Oklahoma City 0 @ Charlotte 4
Rochester 4 @ Lake Erie 1

Tonight in the AHL (all times EST):

Oklahoma City @ Charlotte (7:00)
Worcester @ Manchester (7:00)
Bridgeport @ Portland (7:00)
Hershey @ Syracuse (7:00)
Albany @ Binghamton (7:05)
St. John’s @ Providence (7:05)
Toronto @ Hamilton (7:30)
W-B/Scr. @ Norfolk (7:30)

Rockford @ Milwaukee (8:00)
Iowa @ San Antonio (8:30)
Grand Rapids @ Texas (8:30)
Utica @ Abbotsford (10:00)
New York Rangers Notebook:

The parent New York Rangers (27-23-3, 57 pts.) dropped a 2-1 decision to the St. Louis Blues at Madison Square Garden last night, in the last game of a three-game homestand.  The Blueshirts have now lost back-to-back games, after winning six of their previous seven.  Rick Nash scored the only Ranger goal last night, his 17th of the season and his fifth in the last four games.  Henrik Lundqvist made 24 saves.  The Rangers now head outdoors for their next two games, “Stadium Series” tilts at Yankee Stadium vs. New Jersey Sunday (12:30) and against the Islanders Wednesday (7:30).  The Rangers currently stand second in the Metropolitan Division, one point ahead of Columbus and Philadelphia.
Tonight in the NHL (all times EST):

Washington @ New Jersey (7:00)
Montreal @ Detroit (7:30)
Colorado @ Florida (7:30)
Nashville @ Calgary (9:00)
Phoenix @ Edmonton (9:30)
Upcoming games for the Hartford Wolf Pack:


Sat., Jan. 25	vs. St. John’s IceCaps	7:00 p.m.	@ XL Center


Sun., Jan. 26	@ Adirondack Phantoms	3:00 p.m.	@ Glens Falls Civic Center


Wed., Jan. 29	vs. Adirondack Phantoms	7:00 p.m.	@ XL Center


Fri., Jan. 31	vs. Providence Bruins	7:00 p.m.	@ XL Center


Sat., Feb. 1	vs. Albany Devils	7:00 p.m.	@ XL Center
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